7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

Life and Dignity of the Human Person

The human person is the clearest reflection of God among us. Each person possesses a
basic dignity that comes directly from our creation in the image of God. Through our
actions we must express that each person is precious and the lives and welfare of all
people are priorities. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social
teaching.

Rights and Responsibilities

People have a fundamental right to life and those things that make life truly human: food,
clothing, housing, health care, education and security. Corresponding to these rights are
duties and responsibilities to one another, to our families, and to the larger society.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

We realize our dignity and rights in relationship with others. The first community is the
family, where we learn and act on our values. We believe people have a right and a duty to
participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all.

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
A basic moral test of our society is how our most vulnerable members are treated. Those
with the greatest needs require the greatest response.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

Work is an expression of our human dignity. It is more than a way to make a living; it is a
form of continuing participation in God’s creation. The economy must serve people, not
the other way around.

Solidarity

We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological
differences. Learning to practice the virtue of solidarity means learning that loving our
neighbor has global dimensions in an interdependent world. While practicing solidarity it
is important that we remember the principal of subsidiarity.

Care for God’s Creation
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. We are called to

protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation.




