












THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 

The people recite the parts of the Crowd (C.). 
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N.  The chief priests and the entire 
Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false 
testimony against Jesus in order to 
put him to death, but they found 
none, though many false witnesses 
came forward. 
Finally two came forward who 
stated, 

C.  “This man said, ‘I can destroy the 
temple of God and within three 
days rebuild it.’” 

 
 
V.  “He has blasphemed! What further 

need have we of witnesses? You 
have now heard the blasphemy; 
what is your opinion?” 

N.  They said in reply, 
C.  “He deserves to die!” 
N.  Then they spat in his face and struck 

him while some slapped him, saying, 
C.  “Prophesy [PRA-fi-sie] for us, 

Christ: who is it that struck you?” 
N.  Now Peter was sitting outside in the 

courtyard. One of the maids came 
over to him and said, 

C.  “You too were with Jesus the 
Galilean.” 

N.  But he denied it in front of everyone, 
saying, 

V.  “I do not know what you are talking 
about!” 

N.  As he went out to the gate, another 
girl saw him and said to those who 
were there, 

C.  “This man was with Jesus the 
Nazarene.” 

N.  Again he denied it with an oath, 
V.  “I do not know the man!” 
N.  A little later the bystanders came 

over and said to Peter, 
C.  “Surely you too are one of them; 

even your speech gives you away.” 
 
 

V.  “I have sinned in betraying innocent 
blood.” 

N.  They said, 
C.  “What is that to us? Look to it 

yourself.” 
N.  Flinging the money into the temple, 

he departed and went off and 
hanged himself. The chief priests 
gathered up the money, but said, 

C.  “It is not lawful to deposit this in 
the temple treasury, for it is the 
price of blood.” 

 
 
V.  “Which of the two do you want me 

to release to you?” 
N.  They answered, 
C.  “Barabbas!” 
N.  Pilate said to them, 
V.  “Then what shall I do with Jesus 

called Christ?” 
N.  They all said, 
C.  “Let him be crucified!” 
N.  But he said, 
V.  “Why? What evil has he done?” 
N.  They only shouted the louder, 
C.  “Let him be crucified!” 
N.  When Pilate saw that he was not 

succeeding at all, but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he took water 
and washed his hands in the sight of 
the crowd, saying, 

V.  “I am innocent of this man’s blood. 
Look to it yourselves.” 

N.  And the whole people said in reply, 
C.  “His blood be upon us and upon 

our children.” 
N.  Then he released Barabbas to them, 

but after he had Jesus scourged, he 
handed him over to be crucified. … 
And kneeling before him, they 
mocked him, saying, 

C.  “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
 
 
N.  Two revolutionaries were crucified 

with him, one on his right and the 
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other on his left. Those passing by 
reviled him, shaking their heads and 
saying, 

C.  “You who would destroy the 
temple and rebuild it in three 
days, save yourself, if you are the 
Son of God, and come down from 
the cross!” 

N.  Likewise the chief priests with the 
scribes and elders mocked him and 
said, 

C.  “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. So he is the king of 
Israel! Let him come down from 
the cross now, and we will believe 
in him. He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now if he wants him. 
For he said, ‘I am the Son of 
God.’” 

 
 
†  “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 
N.  Some of the bystanders who heard it 

said, 
C.  “This one is calling for Elijah.” 
N.  Immediately one of them ran to get 

a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and 
putting it on a reed, gave it to him 
to drink. But the rest said, 

C.  “Wait, let us see if Elijah comes 
to save him.” 

N.  But Jesus cried out again in a loud 
voice, and gave up his spirit. 
 

Here all kneel and pause for a short time. 
 

N.  And behold, the veil of the sanctuary 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 
…The centurion and the men with 
him who were keeping watch over 
Jesus feared greatly when they saw 
the earthquake and all that was 
happening, and they said, 

C.  Truly, this was the Son of God!” 
 
 

N.  The next day, the one following the 
day of preparation, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate and said, 

C.  “Sir, we remember that this 
impostor while still alive said, 
‘After three days I will be raised 
up.’ Give orders, then, that the 
grave be secured until the third 
day, lest his disciples come and 
steal him and say to the people, 
‘He has been raised from the 
dead.’ This last imposture would 
be worse than the first.” 
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